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Relocating in Glenferrie 
Hawthorn
 
Relocation, location, location
Location plays a powerful role in the success of 
any retail venture. As one of Boroondara’s most 
popular local shopping precincts, Glenferrie 
owes much of its growth to its proximity to public 
transport, the city, universities and schools, and 
surrounding residential neighbourhoods. 
As businesses grow and expand, some traders 
look for a larger location and to place themselves 
in a more premium position for passersby. 
Glenferrie traders who relocate and remain 
within the local area reinforce the stability, 
amenity, and prosperity of the Glenferrie 
Hawthorn streetscape and community.

Callipso One - Shop 1/818 Glenferrie Road
After five years on Glenferrie Road, when Tracy 
saw the opportunity to move Callipso One closer to 
Glenferrie’s other fashion boutiques, she took it. The 
new location is “completely walkable from the centre” 
and she has noticed a significant increase in foot 
traffic, including a surprising number of locals who 
were not aware of her former store at 797 Glenferrie 
Road. Tracy used the move to remodel Callipso One 
to suit her taste and bring the store in line with her 
own black-and-white branding. “It’s more modern, 
more spacious, and easier for customers to shop,” 
she said, also finding it “more appealing to a younger 
demographic”. Callipso One regulars have welcomed 
the “luxe” new look and availability of on-street 
parking, meaning they are now able to stop in more 
frequently. While Tracy did look at a few other 
shopping precincts, “I decided to stay in the area 
because of my customer base”.

Merton Lawyers - 713 Glenferrie Road
Merton Lawyers' relocation, rebrand, and renovation 
in January 2021 was a natural development for 
the firm, who were “never going to let go” of their 
connection to Glenferrie Hawthorn by moving 
anywhere else. Directors Dave and Anthony began 
Merton Lawyers in 2016 at 26 Liddiard Street, originally 
a co-working space before the firm quickly expanded 
and took over the entire lease. 713 Glenferrie Road 
offered the opportunity for even further growth “front 
and centre in the local community”, with greater 
collaborative and private workspaces, private car-
parking, and convenience for clients now able to step 
right off the main road into their boardroom. When 
the laneway corner shop went up for lease, they were 
“excited to immerse ourselves” in their favourite 
“blue ribbon strip” of Glenferrie Road among veteran 
traders such as Readings, Haigh's Chocolates, Glenferrie 
Gourmet Meats, and Red White & Amber. Despite the 
challenges of the past year, Anthony believes the 
recent influx of new traders and expansion of some 
local retailers is an exciting and successful time for 
Glenferrie Road. “Businesses have really embraced 
new opportunities, and it’s really going to thrive.” 

Blackbird & Fox - 714 Glenferrie Road 
When Blackbird & Fox were not able to continue the 
lease of their long-term retail space in 2019, it would 
turn out to be a blessing in disguise. After almost a 
decade in the Lido Arcade “building strong links to the 
local community and a loyal clientele”, owner Kate had 
little luck looking for another suitable location in the 
local area until she was offered the soon-to-be-vacated 
714 Glenferrie Road. “It was one of the properties I had 
always admired on Glenferrie Road,” she said. “I was 
excited to make it our own.” They embraced the store’s 
original period features and increased storage space 
with a matching vintage industrial interior design 
and much more open and spacious layout compared 
to their more “sterile”, multi-level former store. 
Now, even two years later, Blackbird & Fox still find 
themselves being discovered by new local customers 
and re-discovered to the delight of old regulars. While 
the relocation was a definite upgrade to a more fitting 
premises, Kate does worry that the current real estate 
climate is difficult for small business owners. As 
leases negotiated prior to the pandemic come to their 
natural end, Kate expects a “shake up ... of businesses 
relocating”, hoping a post-pandemic Glenferrie Road 
will involve landlords and tenants working more 
cohesively for the benefit of the street as a whole.

Small Patch Wine Store - 707 Glenferrie Road
A week before lockdown at the end of May 2021 
and a decade after first opening, Small Patch Wine 
Store reopened at 707 Glenferrie Road. Owner Craig 
explained that the new location offers “so much more 
room to grow” than their original, smaller store at 
346 Burwood Road, with multiple entertaining spaces 
offering exciting opportunities to host a range of 
craft beer, wine, and food events. He did consider 
expanding to a second location in another area, 
however “moving completely out of Hawthorn was 
not on our mind” because “we’ve built up a loyal 
base”. Still waiting to see which products take the 
fancy of customers in their new “microclimate”, 
now that Small Patch Wine Store find themselves “far 
more central” with “more foot traffic”, Craig looks 
forward to being discovered by even more locals 
“looking for that ‘neighbourhood’ wine bar/bottle 
shop experience”. He also appreciates that “there is 
a definite village feel to the pocket of shops that we 
are nestled into”. Small Patch Wine Store's first week 
of trading on Glenferrie Road was crowded with 
regulars, new customers, and fellow traders. “It was 
lovely to hear all the love and support,” said Craig. 
“It’s very encouraging.”

CRAIG SHOWCASING THE SMALL PATCH WINE STORE 
COLLECTION

LEFT TO RIGHT: DAVID, ANTHONY, GEORGINA, & SERENAY 
AT THE MERTON LAWYERS OPENING PARTY, MARCH 2021
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The Glenferrie Times is an independent publication 
for the traders, residents, and visitors of the 
Glenferrie precinct in Hawthorn.
The Glenferrie Times is produced by a small team 
dedicated to fostering connection within the 
local community, aiming to provide the people of 
Glenferrie with relevant and informative local news 
and a forum for the betterment of the area. 
If you are a Glenferrie trader or resident interested 
in being featured in The Glenferrie Times, 
please contact us. 
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Copies of the latest edition can be found at 
Hawthorn Arts Centre, Hawthorn Library, Hawthorn 
Aquatic and Leisure Centre, Coles Local, the 
noticeboard in the laneway of 817 Glenferrie Road, 
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Lido & the Return of Cinemas 
Written by Ellis Curmi with photographs by Ally 
Jones from Lido Cinemas
Like many businesses across Melbourne, cinemas 
were hit hard during the COVID-19 lockdowns. 
With limited to no ability to host moviegoers at 
their venues, many including Glenferrie’s own Lido 
Cinemas put films on hold or created alternatives 
to the typical movie experience.
Many films which were scheduled for release at the 
start of 2020 are still not out in cinemas more than a 
year after their initial release date, such as the highly-
anticipated ‘No Time to Die’. The latest entry in the 
James Bond series has since been rescheduled for 
release on 8 October 2021 - and many other films have 
followed suit. In the meantime, other films such as 
Disney Pixar’s ‘Soul’ have skipped cinemas altogether 
and been released straight to streaming services. 
Despite the adversity, during lockdown Lido Cinemas 
created its very own Isolation Film Festival, a 
competition for all filmmakers to compete to win free 
movie tickets for a year with both an under-18s and 
over-18s winner. The rules were simple: all films were 
to be created at home following the strict isolation 
requirements during April and May 2020. We received 
a whopping 350 submissions across Lido and our 
sister cinemas, Classic and Cameo. You can watch the 
winning films for free at Lido at Home, our very own 
streaming service. 
Lido at Home hosts a huge number of films both 
new and old, including those from Lido’s annual film 
festivals like the Jewish International Film Festival 
(JIFF) and Children’s International Film Festival 
(CHIFF). Viewers can choose either to rent or purchase 

individual films and special offers for Lido members. 
Lido at Home is here to stay, available at  
athome.lidocinemas.com.au
Now that the cinemas are open again, there are many 
reasons why you should return to the big screen (and 
not just for the delicious popcorn and choc-tops). Lido 
Cinemas is back and better than ever. We are currently 
hosting unique film collections to attract audiences 
both new and old back to our cinemas to re-discover 
their love for the silver screen. Current collections 
include cult classics, David Lynch and Hitchcock 
retrospectives, and many more. 
Over the last few months, things at Lido are picking 
back up steadily due to film festivals, retro titles, 
and the Oscars. Academy Award-winning films 

‘Nomadland’, ‘Minari’, and ‘The Father’ have been 
hugely successful. I highly recommend every one 
of them, but ‘The Father’ in particular was my 
personal favourite.
New release films are slowly being screened. Most 
recently, the long-awaited film ‘A Quiet Place Part 2’ 
was finally released after its postponement due to 
the COVID-19 lockdowns. This is a fantastic start. 
We too can not wait for the release of James Bond 
alongside Wes Anderson’s ‘The French Dispatch’ and 
Marvel’s ‘Black Widow’.  For more information, visit: 
lidocinema.com.au
We look forward to seeing you soon!

INSIDE ONE OF LIDO CINEMAS’ EIGHT THEATRES 

This year marks the 56th annual Camberwell 
Art Show, which will be held online for the 
second year in a row. The show is organised 
by the Camberwell Rotary Club to promote 
and encourage the artist community and raise 
funds for the rotary club’s local, regional, and 
international projects.
The Camberwell Rotary Club was gearing up to host 
the art show for another year at Swinburne University. 
Unfortunately, due to the circuit breaker lockdown 
and COVID-19 outbreaks in May-June, the club deemed 
the event too much of a risk and made the decision to 
move online. “Just one case would close us down and 
cause enormous inconvenience to the university and 
others.”
This year’s online show will feature over 1,000 
artworks, all of which have been chosen by a selection 
panel made up of “professional artists who have been 
on the panel for several years and represent different 
artistic styles”, as well as one member of the rotary 
club who has been involved in the arts industry for 
more than 20 years.
Once all the artworks are selected, they are showcased 
for sale online and presented to a judging panel made 
up of three qualified persons from outside the rotary 
club. This year’s chief judge is Glenferrie’s own Marco 
Corsini from Melbourne Art Class (817b Glenferrie 
Road). The works will be judged on their performance 
in “the category of award that the club determines, in 

its discretion, the artwork satisfies”.
In this year’s show, there will be a number of award 
categories including best in show, best non-traditional 
work, best wildlife, judge’s special, and the City of 
Boroondara award for Boroondara artists where 
the winner will be given the opportunity to host an 
exhibition at the Hawthorn Arts Centre.
The art show can be accessed online at 
camberwellartshow.org.au and artworks will be 
available to view and purchase from 10 July until 1 
August.  

Camberwell Art Show

‘SUNLIT LAWN’ BY D.M ROSS, THE WINNER OF THE 2020 
BOROONDARA AWARD. EXHIBITED AT HAWTHORN ARTS 
CENTRE IN MAY & JUNE 2021

Rocket Set to Stay
In February 2021, City of Boroondara was met 
with a wave of opposition to their proposed plans 
to replace the rocket play equipment at Central 
Gardens (AKA ‘Rocket Park’) as part of the ‘Central 
Gardens Playground Replacement’ project.
On 18 June, after considering community feedback and 
conducting further safety and heritage assessments, 
council announced that the beloved rocket would 
remain. However, the existing rocket will be removed 
from the park for an estimated 10-12 weeks to 
undergo modifications required to meet current safety 
standards, including replacing all rubber surfacing, 
widening access openings, a new external ladder, and 
replacing the base of the rocket to improve overall 
structural support.
The new design proposal for the Central Gardens 
playground also includes new space-themed play 
equipment, climbing and exploration areas, shade 
structures, a water play zone, and more accessible 
paved pathways and play surfaces, with works to take 
place some time in 2021-22.
To view the new playground design proposal and plans 
visit boroondara.vic.gov.au

CENTRAL GARDENS AKA ROCKET PARK
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2021-22 Proposed Budget 
On 26 April 2021, City of Boroondara presented 
their proposed Budget 2021-22. The proposal 
received 35 submissions from the community 
which were considered by council on 7 June. 
The Tuck Stand
The proposed Budget 2021-22 reintroduced funding 
for the Michael Tuck Stand (Tuck Stand) at Glenferrie 
Oval, with $160,000 allocated to be spent in 2021-22 on 
a ‘Feasibility Study’.
Almost ten years after plans were first introduced to 
refurbish the Tuck Stand, the 2019-20 council budget 
projected an expenditure of $6.7 million over four 
years for the project. Much to the dismay of the local 
community, however, last year council postponed the 
project by five years, removing funding for the Tuck 
Stand entirely from the 2020-21 budget.
Council explained that the new feasibility study 
included in the 2021-22 budget proposal will involve 
long-awaited “consultation with a variety of key 
stakeholders, including community groups and sports 
clubs” and the development of a ‘scope plan’ for 
the future development of the Tuck Stand, focused 
on “creating a functional building to benefit the 
community while retaining the significance of the 
iconic stand”. The study is expected to determine the 
necessary funding for the project in order to inform 
the development of future council budgets.
Glenferrie Road Placemaking Project
The new budget proposal also reintroduced $98,000 to 
be spent this coming financial year on the ‘Glenferrie 
Road Placemaking Project’, after council redirected 
expenditure for 2021-22 into the general placemaking 
budget last year.
Council explained that their many placemaking budget 
reconfigurations over the last two years have been 
to separate operational expenditure (coordination) 
from works expenditure (implementation). Despite 
movement of funding to and from Glenferrie, council 
stated that no reduction had been made to the overall 
budget for the Glenferrie Road Placemaking Project, 
introduced in 2019-20 at a total of $2.6 million.
The $98,000 accompanies a $2 million general budget 
for ‘Placemaking Implementation’, set to include 
expenditure for Glenferrie Road such as: public art, 
community events, economic initiatives, landscape 
embellishments, minor infrastructure maintenance 
and upgrades (eg. street lights, public toilets, 
noticeboards), and designing major projects (eg. 
streetscape upgrades).
The community is still awaiting the release of 
the Glenferrie Road Place Plan for the final 
implementation stage of placemaking in Glenferrie 
after two years of consultation and development.

Funding for Greater Glenferrie
For the past five years, council has budgeted 
a significant but steadily decreasing figure for 
refurbishment works at the ‘605-609 Glenferrie Road 
Community Facility’ (Hawthorn RSL). However, none 
of these works have yet taken place. Once again, 
council has committed $383,500 to the Hawthorn RSL 
to be spent in 2021-22, explaining that persistent 
project delays are due to council’s close work with the 
Hawthorn RSL Sub-branch to plan for the future of the 
facility.
Council also proposed $20,000 for a feasibility 
study and $50,000 for minor renewal works at the 
Hawthorn Community House. The works will include 
improving spaces to meet current community needs, 
as well as improving the functionality of the centre 
with upgrades to the floor finishes, storage room, 
switchboard, heating and air conditioning, lighting, 
and repainting.
$1.1 million is proposed to be spent over the next four 
years on the implementation of the new Boroondara 
Bicycle Strategy, still yet to be released to replace the 
incumbent 2008-2018 strategy. Council will examine 
the Elgin Street to Glenferrie Road section of the 

‘Box Hill to Hawthorn Cycling Corridor’ in 2021-22, 
committing an annual $160,000 over the next three 
years for feasibility studies to aid the state government 
project. 
The proposal also includes $92,640 in future funding 
for the ‘Hawthorn Library Project’ to be spent on 
“investigations and feasibility reports to improve the 
Hawthorn Library” in the 2024-25 financial year.
After the multi-million dollar losses caused by 
COVID-19, City of Boroondara is set to end the  
2020-21 financial year with a deficit for the first time in 
its history, reported at $10.31 million (account result) 
in the budget proposal. Based on economic recovery, 
council has proposed a return to a projected $6.19 
million surplus in 2021-22.
With council committing significant investment 
into community infrastructure across broader 
Boroondara with projects such as new and upgraded 
public toilets, roads and footpaths, sports facilities, 
and public and park lighting programs, the 2021-22 
financial year could see the implementation of further 
improvements in the Glenferrie area.

THE TUCK STAND AT GLENFERRIE OVAL, 2021

GLENFERRIE LOCALS AT MAY MEET-UP WITH CR WES GAULT

MARCO CORSINI’S POP-UP GALLERY AT SHOP 2/818 
GLENFERRIE ROAD, HAWTHORN

Glenferrie Exhibits
Keep a look out for various exhibits inside 
vacant shop windows and pop-up galleries along 
Glenferrie Road. Organised by The Glenferrie 
Times since 2020, the exhibits aim to liven-up 
vacant shops and build community connection. 
Current exhibits are located at 645 Glenferrie Road, 
817 Glenferrie Road, and Shop 2/818 Glenferrie Road. 
Thank you to the landlords, tenants, real estate agents, 
artists, and local organisations for collaborating on 
this community project.
If you have work that could be exhibited or would 
like to have an exhibit featured in your shop, please 
contact The Glenferrie Times at  
sustainable.glenferrie.traders@gmail.com

MEMORIAL AT CNR 
RIVERSDALE AND 
GLENFERRIE ROADS 

Monthly Meet-ups with Cr Wes 
Gault and Cr Susan Biggar
Glenferrie Ward’s Cr Wes Gault and Riversdale 
Ward’s Cr Susan Biggar will be in attendance at 
the upcoming July and August community meet-
ups. 
All local residents and businesses are invited to 
attend, have a chat, and share their ideas and 
thoughts for the Glenferrie and Riversdale Ward - 
no RSVP necessary, simply drop in.
22 July, 4:00 - 5:00pm
@ The Kilburn, 348 Burwood Road, Hawthorn
19 August, 4:00 - 5:00pm
@ Guzman y Gomez, 1/674 - 680 Glenferrie Road, 
Hawthorn (Glenferrie Centre dining area)

Departed Hawthorn Local Identity
By Margaret Doyle
On 8 May 2021, Mrs Vanessa Haskett passed away. 
Each morning Mrs Haskett could be found sitting 
on the bench outside the Chicken Central shop, on 
the corner of Glenferrie Road and Riversdale Road, 
wearing her red beret. 
Mrs Haskett would offer many a word of wisdom to the 
passing pedestrians and to anyone who had a moment 
to spare as they waited at the traffic lights.
Rest in peace.

MRS VANESSA HASKETT
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Five years ago, Ariadne Bilardi struck the perfect 
work-life balance when she opened her own 
business, Glenferrie boutique Lucente Collective.
Growing up in Camberwell, Canterbury, and 
Hawthorn, Ariadne attended Methodist Ladies' College 
until year nine before completing highschool at 
Ruyton Girls’ School, while her two brothers attended 
the nearby Carey Grammar. “Glenferrie Road was a bit 
sleepy back then, but now it’s a hub of activity.”
Ariadne then moved to Hobart to study arts and law, 
graduating from the University of Tasmania in 1999. 
By 2001, she was a qualified lawyer. Ariadne moved 
back to Melbourne where she and her husband bought 
their first home in South Yarra in 2005. Nine years 
later when their eldest was ready to start school, they 
moved to Hawthorn where they still live today.
“The area has changed,” she said. “It still has the 
classic characteristics of Hawthorn - tree-lined streets, 
beautiful homes, family dynamic - but now with lots 
of cafes, apartments, and more young people. It’s the 
right balance.”
Ariadne found herself at a crossroads in 2016, when 
her part-time position as an in-house lawyer became a 
full-time role. “I always had it in the back of my mind 
that I wanted to start a business.” Having just given 
birth to their third child, she decided to resign to 
focus on her family. Only a few months later, Ariadne 
opened Lucente Collective on Glenferrie Road.

Local Swinburne University student Tess Robb 
not only studies full-time, but she also volunteers 
for her student union, participates in multiple 
university clubs and societies, and works casually 
as a nanny. “I like to keep busy or I get bored.”
Tess grew up in Torquay with her grandparents and is 
the youngest of four siblings. She attended Surf Coast 
Secondary College where she was the sports captain 
and also gained her passion for law, putting it down 
to well-taught legal studies classes. Tess is now in 
her second year of a Bachelor of Law and Bachelor 
of Criminology at Swinburne University with hopes of 

With its focus on European fashion, it is no surprise 
the boutique was born from international inspirations. 
Ariadne’s first ‘lightbulb moment’ was sparked by 
the “cool, curated vibe with a relaxed twist” of Los 
Angeles’ boulevards where she just knew: “Glenferrie 
Road needs this”.
The name itself was inspired by a trip to Bali where 
she climbed a volcano to watch a captivating sunrise. 
For a long time, Ariadne could not stop thinking about 
“that beautiful light before the sun”, searching for a 
name for it until she found ‘Lucente’, which means to 
glow or shine with light. “I really wanted to invoke that 
same light and positivity.”
Ariadne strives to support the local community 
and sustainability by employing local students and 
mothers to sell ethically-sourced, functional fashion 
and homewares in biodegradable packaging. “I 
understand the people of Glenferrie, their taste, 
their lifestyle,” she said. “We want to help people feel 
beautiful and spend money locally on things that 
reflect them and their values.”
While Ariadne appreciates the diversity of the area, 

becoming a criminal lawyer after graduation, because 
“defending someone who can’t defend themselves 
seems morally right to me”. Due to the pandemic, 
her classes are online ​with an on-campus workshop 
or tutorial only once every four weeks, which is 
unfortunate for Tess, who would much rather have 
in-person classes as it gives her a reason to get out and 
about.
The past year has been a period of adjustment for Tess. 
She moved out of home in 2020 during her first year to 
live with roommates at Swinburne Student Residences 
in Hawthorn, only to move back to Torquay halfway 
through the year to study remotely during the second 
lockdown. As of February 2021, Tess has moved back 
to Hawthorn living at UniLodge with plans to move 
back to Swinburne Student Residences next semester. 
She hopes to reside on-campus as long as she can, as “I 
enjoy the community and sense of belonging I feel at 
residence”.
Although study and assignments take up a good 
portion of her time, Tess is still active in university life. 
She volunteers for the Swinburne Student Union, is a 
member of the Swinburne Film Society, plays social 
lacrosse, and has recently tried out for the position 
of the mascot Razor the Razorback, with training 
hopefully beginning next semester.
Outside of her many different activities and hanging 
out with friends on campus, Tess also sometimes 
leaves the Swinburne area, however less so now that 
university is in full swing. At the start of the semester 
in March, Tess and friends would go to events or clubs 
in the city, but as the workload increases her life has 
become more and more Hawthorn-centric.
For Tess, a typical week in Hawthorn includes 
Tuesdays “reserved for Beer Deluxe”, Thursdays at the 
campus pub Hammer & Swine, daily visits to study at 
the Swinburne Library, and meals at local favourites 

 TRADER IN THE SPOTLIGHT

she does worry that without local government support 
and much-needed improvements to the street, 
Glenferrie risks becoming full of fast food, high rents, 
and vacant shops with nowhere to park for customers 
nor staff. “If they want small businesses to grow and 
employ more people, we need the facilities to do so.”
Ariadne feels lucky to have become “close colleagues” 
with ladies from other boutiques such as Hokey Curator 
and Muse over the years. She often visits Sandra at 
Piccolina Gelateria , The Leaf Store for greens, Homing 
Instincts for gifts, and her “knock-off favourite” Osteria 
20 for a “mean lychee martini”. Ariadne also frequents 
Hawthorn’s local parks for her morning fitness 
bootcamps, walking the family’s Labragroodle Lucy, 
and to ride bikes and scooters with her kids. “It sounds 
cheesy, but I just love being a Mum.”
After sixteen years as a lawyer, what Ariadne 
appreciates most about her job is the flexibility. 
“I work from home, meaning I can go see new 
collections and take care of my kids when they’re 
sick,” she said.
“That’s the beauty of running your own business.”

 CUSTOMER IN THE SPOTLIGHT Taco Bell, Dumpling King, Fonda, and The Glenferrie 
Hotel.
Tess hopes to find more volunteer opportunities 
within Swinburne as well as the broader Glenferrie 
community, perhaps in the areas of tutoring or local 
council. With Glenferrie Hawthorn located right at 
Tess’ doorstep, she has become very comfortable and 
familiar with the area because “everyone is so nice 
here”. Tess loves the atmosphere and that it is a “clean 
and well-kept community” where she “can tell a lot of 
work goes into it”. Also appreciating the distance from 
the CBD and the vibe here, “I love living in Hawthorn 
as it has the city feel to it without the crowds”.

Tess Robb

Lucente Collective 
769e Glenferrie Road 
Ariadne Bilardi


